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Legislative Report       March 13, 2020 
Jeannette Oxender 

News at a Glance 

State To Close Schools For At Least Three Weeks: Ohio's K-12 schools will close for at least 
three weeks starting at the end of the school day Monday to combat the spread of the 
coronavirus, Gov. Mike DeWine announced Thursday. 

AG Outlines Emergency's Impact On Public Meetings: Governmental entities can conduct 
business without in-person audiences during a state of emergency, Attorney General Dave Yost 
told local officials Thursday. 

State Seeks Dismissal Of Voucher Lawsuit: The state has asked the Ohio Supreme Court to 
dismiss a group's request for an order requiring the Department of Education to begin accepting 
school voucher applications. 

Bipartisan Plan Aims To Bar For-Profit Charter Operators: Forthcoming legislation would 
require all charter school operators to have nonprofit status by July 1, 2023. 

Lawmakers To Push For Human Trafficking Education In Schools: Legislators kicked off 
the 11th annual Human Trafficking Awareness Day at the Statehouse by promising to introduce 
legislation mandating K-12 education on the issue. 

Capital Budget Passage Now Eyed For Later In Spring; Reappropriations Set For Separate 
Bill: Lawmakers are expected to wait until after the end of March to consider a bill on state 
capital appropriations. 

Yost OKs Lifetime Term Limit Language: Attorney General Dave Yost certified the language 
of a ballot proposal that would implement lifetime term limits for Ohio lawmakers. 

State Gets Educational Data Grant: The Department of Education will receive $3.25 million 
in federal funding to improve its educational data system. 

State Board Approves Teacher Evaluation System Overhaul: The State Board of Education 
on Tuesday voted unanimously to adopt changes to the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System, or 
OTES, as directed by the General Assembly. 

Graduation Competency Scores Set Below Proficient: High school seniors will not need to 
demonstrate proficiency in math or language arts to earn a diploma under the state's new system 
of graduation requirements. 

OEA Backs Raising Minimum Wage: The state's largest public employee union has thrown its 
weight behind an effort to increase Ohio's minimum wage to $13 by 2025. 

Committee Hearings 
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Bills Introduced/Bills Passed 

______________________________________________________________________________
State To Close Schools For At Least Three Weeks, Bans Large Gatherings  

Ohio's K-12 schools will close for at least three weeks starting at the end of the school day 
Monday to combat the spread of the coronavirus, Gov. Mike DeWine announced Thursday. 

The governor said at a Statehouse news conference the action, which will affect typical public, 
charter and private schools, is a necessary step to try to minimize the pandemic's effects in the 
state. The order does not apply to day care centers or other childcare providers. 

"We have to do everything that we can to have an interruption," he said. "We have to do 
everything that we can to slow down the spread of this virus." 

Department of Health Director Amy Acton also signed an order banning gatherings of 100 or 
more people – with several exceptions – after a fifth case of coronavirus was confirmed in Ohio. 

Exceptions to the order include airports, medical facilities, restaurants, shopping malls and 
religious services, Gov. DeWine said. Among the events and facilities affected by the order are 
arenas, conference halls, stadiums, theaters, parades, fairs and festivals. 

"This is an attempt to make sure everyone understands we cannot be gathered together," he said. 
"We cannot be in close proximity to each other." 

The governor said athletic events could continue as long as spectators are not present. That 
announcement came hours after the National Basketball Association and National Hockey 
League suspended their seasons indefinitely and the Big Ten and other college athletic 
conferences canceled their postseason basketball tournaments. The NCAA followed suit shortly 
afterward by canceling its March Madness season-ending basketball tournament. 

Typical office buildings and factories also are exempted from the order. Gov. DeWine said state 
department heads have been instructed to determine which employees can work from home. 

"Obviously, some state employees cannot work from home," he said. "We have prisons to run, 
we have other things to do, but if they can work from home, I've asked that the members of our 
cabinet start that process." 

Gov. DeWine said orders further restricting visitation at nursing homes and state psychiatric 
hospitals also are forthcoming. 

The decision to close schools for at least three weeks was not an easy call, Gov. DeWine said, 
citing its potential to disrupt the schedules of working parents. On that front, Democrats 
continued to call for paid sick leave.  
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"We thought long and hard about that and we understand the sacrifice this is going to entail," he 
said. "But this is the best medical advice we can get (from) people who study viruses, and we 
know it's the right thing to do." 

The governor said the administration will determine before the end of the three-week period 
whether it is necessary to extend the closures. 

Decisions on whether online classes will occur during the period will be made at the local level, 
Gov. DeWine said, adding that some school districts are better equipped for remote learning than 
others. He said no decisions have been finalized regarding this school year's mandated state tests. 

"What we are going to do is not let testing get in the way of life at this point," he said. "If we 
can't have testing this year, we can't have testing this year. The world will not come to an end." 

Paolo DeMaria, the state superintendent of public instruction, said in a statement that schools 
have been preparing to cooperate with state actions regarding the coronavirus. 

"We anticipate continued cooperation as we transition to this period of suspended in-person 
activity as seamlessly as possible. We are especially grateful to schools that have proactively 
developed plans to keep learning going even if school buildings aren't open," he said. "There is a 
lot of momentum in Ohio's schools right now and we would hate to see that momentum stalled, 
although we understand that today's announcement does mean there will be disruptions." 

Mr. DeMaria called the situation "uncharted territory that we all are navigating together." 

"We are working to provide answers but rest assured that we are committed to working with 
Governor DeWine, the legislature and other stakeholders to provide as much flexibility and 
latitude as necessary to accommodate these circumstances," he said. 

Lt. Gov. Jon Husted said later on Twitter that online programming could be in the mix. 

"While students won't be educated in person, school leaders will provide educational 
opportunities through distance learning opportunities," he wrote. "We will seek waivers, provide 
regulatory relief & trust local school leaders to make sound academic decisions for the students 
in their care." 

Director Acton reiterated that federal and state regulations may need to be circumvented to deal 
with the escalating crisis. 

"Please know that lots of rules are going to be broken and our country will be fixing it 
backwards," she said. 
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The Ohio Education Association, the state's largest public worker union, backed the decision to 
shutter schools across the state. 

"Although we have not yet seen the official order, OEA understands the sacrifice this is going to 
entail for all Ohioans but agrees this is the best action at this time," OEA President Scott 
DiMauro said in a statement. 

Gov. DeWine said that while the administration's actions may seem extreme, they reflect the 
severity of the situation. 

"This is no ordinary time. This is a time of great stress and crisis," he said. "But it's also a time 
when Ohioans could come together, and Ohioans always do that. And I fully expect Ohioans to 
do this." 

"We will get through it," he continued. "There will be light at the end, but it's going to get darker 
first." 

The fifth identified coronavirus patient in the state is a 55-year-old Trumbull County man with 
no history of travel outside the state. Previous cases have been confirmed in Cuyahoga and Stark 
County. 

"These numbers are just going to continue to grow," Gov. DeWine said. "We know that these 
confirmed numbers are only a small fraction of the individuals who are infected already in the 
state of Ohio." 

AG Outlines Emergency's Impact On Public Meetings  

Governmental entities can conduct business without in-person audiences during a state of 
emergency, Attorney General Dave Yost told local officials Thursday. 

The attorney general held a livestreamed press conference on how the state of emergency tied to 
the ongoing coronavirus outbreak impacts open-meetings law hours before Gov. Mike DeWine 
announced a three-week closure of K-12 schools.  

The GOP-controlled legislature, meanwhile, has not decided on specifics regarding upcoming 
business, which includes an April 1 deadline to act on school voucher eligibility. 

The attorney general noted a section of Revised Code allows government bodies to act "without 
regard to or compliance with time-consuming procedures and formalities" after the governor 
declares an emergency. 

While a requirement that public officials meet in person is not waived, in-person attendance by 
the public is not required, Mr. Yost said. 
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"It's our view that a public meeting could be conducted by electronic means for the public, as 
long as it's properly noticed and folks can get on, whether you're talking about something like 
Facebook Live, a government website or some other platform," he said. 

The attorney general said his office would be issuing guidance to local officials on the topic 
shortly and advised them to check with their county prosecutors or legal counsel before deviating 
from typical practices. 

Senate majority spokesman John Fortney said there's been no discussion of modifying the 
chamber's operations in light of the virus' continued spread. Mr. Fortney said leaders remain 
confident they'll be able to meet the upcoming April 1 deadline in which they must pass an 
appropriation bill and a "fix" to the EdChoice Scholarship Program. 

"I think we're always ready to act if we need to, but as of now there's been no discussion of 
possibly limiting access to the legislature or changing the rules," Mr. Fortney said. "And I 
wouldn't expect there to be." 

State Seeks Dismissal Of Voucher Lawsuit  

The state has asked the Ohio Supreme Court to dismiss a group's request for an order requiring 
the Department of Education to begin accepting school voucher applications. 

Attorney General Dave Yost's office in its motion to dismiss argues Citizens for Community 
Values, two private Christian schools and several parents lack standing to bring their complaint 
before the high court. 

The group has argued legislation (SB 120) signed by Gov. Mike DeWine at the end of January to 
delay the opening of the EdChoice Scholarship Program's application window from Feb. 1 to 
April 1 has not taken effect because it lacks an emergency clause.  
 
The state contends the complaint is "an effort to thwart what they fear the General Assembly will 
do with the EdChoice Scholarship Program in the future." 

"Relators' Complaint is peppered with accusations that the General Assembly intends to 
'materially change who will receive EdChoice Scholarships,' and they put forth several 
deleterious effects that they might suffer if such a future law were to be enacted," the motion to 
dismiss states. 

"Indeed, none of the Family Relators have been denied EdChoice Scholarships, nor do they 
claim that they applied to and were rejected by chartered nonpublic schools due to the enactment 
of S.B. 120," it continues. 

The state also claims that while the complaint is "styled in mandamus," the group actually is 
seeking a declaration that the law is "not effective until May 1, 2020, if ever." 
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"Thus, they seek an order effectively enjoining S.B. 120," the motion states. "As this Court does 
not possess original jurisdiction over declaratory judgment actions, this Court should dismiss 
Realtors' claims." 

CCV on Monday filed a motion seeking an expedited hearing of the complaint. 

"Simply put, Relators should 'have their day in court.' The profound disruption to Ohio's 
educational ecosystem occasioned by SB120's flaws and ODE's ongoing illegality as aforesaid 
require expedited resolution," the motion states. 

"It's far too easy for folks in Columbus to get disconnected from the real lives of families across 
Ohio," CCV President Aaron Baer said in a statement. "These families' lives have been turned 
upside down by the unconstitutional law passed by the General Assembly earlier this year. Their 
only hope, now, is that the Court will intervene and right the wrong, or that the General 
Assembly will do the right thing, and protect their right to the scholarship." 

While Speaker Larry Householder (R-Glenford) contends the measure did not need an 
emergency clause to take effect immediately because it contains $10 million in funding, the 
group argues that only an appropriation "for the current expenses of state government and state 
institutions" would lead to that outcome. 

Similar concerns about the measure's lack of an emergency clause were expressed by some 
Senate lawmakers before the chamber voted 23-6 to concur with House changes to the measure 
on the last day of January. 

The complaint also argues EdChoice scholarships became a "vested right" for tens of thousands 
of the state's children in November when the ODE published a list of 1,227 schools in which 
students would be eligible for vouchers for the 2020-21 school year. 

A month after passing the stopgap measure, the General Assembly has not arrived at a 
compromise to prevent the list of schools in which students qualify for performance-based 
vouchers from more than 500 to more than 1,200. 

Senate President Larry Obhof (R-Medina) said he was "cautiously optimistic" about finding a 
solution after meeting with Speaker Householder and Gov. DeWine to discuss the impasse.  

Bipartisan Plan Aims To Bar For-Profit Charter Operators  

Forthcoming legislation would require all charter school operators to have nonprofit status by 
July 1, 2023. 
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The proposal is part of a broader measure that sponsors Rep. Jeffery Crossman (D-Parma) and 
Rep. Gayle Manning (R-N. Ridgeville) argue would put charter schools and traditional public 
schools on a more even playing field. 

Prohibiting for-profit entities from managing schools is a step toward "ensuring that public 
dollars are used for a public good," Rep. Crossman said at a Wednesday news conference at the 
Statehouse. 

"I think the good operators will like this because it will remove some of the bad operators that 
might exist out there," he said. 

Rep. Crossman said schools run by for-profit entities have options on how to move forward 
under the bill, including forming a nonprofit, contracting with an educational service center or 
closing. He said the bill originally had an earlier deadline for the transition, but the lawmakers 
lengthened it after discussing the measure with interested parties. 

"We wanted to make sure there's enough time built in that people can identify what their options 
are," he said. 

Speaker Householder previously expressed interest in revisiting the issue, stating, "those 
management entities, I believe should be nonprofit." 

Rep. Manning said she has discussed the proposal with the speaker, adding he "seemed very 
agreeable." 

Chad Aldis, vice president for Ohio policy and advocacy at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute, 
said in an interview he is unsure if the proposal would accomplish the sponsors' goals. 

"At the end of the day, the most important thing is that there's strong student achievement and 
that taxpayer dollars are protected," he said. 

It's not clear, however, that eliminating for-profit operators would improve the state's educational 
landscape, he said. 

"There are some high-quality operators that happen to be for-profit," he said. 

Rep. Manning said another provision of the measure would impose additional audit requirements 
for charter-related financials. 

"They are taking public dollars, and we should be able to know where those public dollars are 
going," she said. 
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Another part of the proposal would make any charter school operator documents related to public 
dollars subject to public records requests, Rep. Crossman said. He added the provision would 
address "uncertainty" in current law on the issue. 

"This is an important mechanism to ensure that public tax dollars used to fund charter schools 
are actually being dedicated to education," he said. 

The lawmakers' plan was backed at the news conference by representatives of the Ohio 
Education Association and the Ohio Federation of Teachers. 

OFT President Melissa Cropper said the measure would increase accountability in the charter 
school sector. 

"The public has a right to know how public funds are being spent and whether public entities 
spend their funds appropriately," she said. 

OEA Secretary-Treasurer Mark Hill said current law allows some operators "to focus on profits 
instead of kids." 

"Simply put, Ohio's school funding should go into school classrooms and not into private bank 
accounts," he said. 

Mr. Aldis said in the debate over whether the playing field between charter and typical public 
schools is even, it's important to recognize that potential consequences can be tougher for 
charters. 

For example, he said no state law requires automatic closure of traditional public schools that 
perform poorly over multiple years. 

"There's a pretty good argument that charters are more accountable," he said. 

Lawmakers To Push For Human Trafficking Education In Schools  

Legislators kicked off the 11th annual Human Trafficking Awareness Day at the Statehouse by 
promising to introduce legislation mandating K-12 education on the issue. 

Rep. Tavia Galonski (D-Akron) said she intends to author the House plan while Sen. Teresa 
Fedor (D-Toledo) will introduce companion legislation in the Senate. The educational 
curriculum will be centered on making young people aware of the signs of human trafficking. 

Sen. Tim Schaffer (R-Lancaster) also spoke of the importance of education. In his case, the 
turning point came when Sen. Fedor in 2009 educated him on the problem of human trafficking 
in Ohio. 
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"I was completely oblivious to it," he said. 

Sen. Schaffer also touted legislation (SB 247) to bifurcate the offenses of buying and selling sex 
into separate offenses to attack the demand side. He said the measure will send a strong message 
to traffickers that they have no place in Ohio. 
 
Rep. Galonski expressed optimism that legislation (SB 13) sponsored by Sen. Fedor will become 
law this year. It would close a gap in the state's so-called "Safe Harbor Law." 
 
Current law requires prosecutors to prove force, fraud or coercion in cases in which 16- and 17-
year-olds are trafficked. The legislation would instead create a presumption that minors involved 
in prostitution did not consent. 

"We can end human trafficking, but we cannot stop the fight," Rep. Galonski said. 

Sen. Fedor, who has been a leading advocate in the General Assembly in the fight against human 
trafficking, said her goal is to completely eradicate the buying and selling of human beings. 

"Human trafficking is the human rights issue of our lifetime," she said. 

Capital Budget Passage Now Eyed For Later In Spring; Reappropriations Set For Separate 
Bill  

Lawmakers are expected to wait until after the end of March to consider a bill on state capital 
appropriations. 

Deliberations over the capital budget have continued behind the scenes over the first few months 
of the year, but that measure has yet to be introduced. 

Complicating the issue is that while there is no deadline for passing a capital appropriations bill, 
there is one for reappropriating capital funding from the previous biennium. That deadline, April 
1, is the same as one lawmakers set for themselves to resolve an impasse over the state's 
EdChoice school voucher program. 

House Speaker Householder said through a spokeswoman that a reappropriations bill is expected 
to be done by the end of March and that the capital appropriations measure will be done before 
lawmakers break for summer recess. 

The reappropriations measure will likely be introduced shortly after the March 17 primary 
election, said Rep. Jamie Callender (R-Concord), who was appointed as temporary chair of the 
House Finance Committee this week while Rep. Scott Oelslager (R-Canton) recovers from back 
issues. 
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Senate leaders said they are ready to go on the capital bill. 

"The Senate's internal deliberations on the capital budget are pretty far along," Senate President 
Larry Obhof (R-Medina) told reporters Wednesday. "We've got our version essentially done and 
we have for a couple of weeks. We look forward to working with our friends across the street 
and trying to get that up and running." 

Sen. Matt Dolan (R-Chagrin Falls), who chairs the Senate Finance Committee, said in an 
interview Tuesday that his committee is "ready to engage" on the process whether it consists of 
one bill or two. 

"I believe we have every intention of passing the reappropriations bill by March 31," he said. 
"Whether the capital bill is done or not, we're ready to go." 

He said he was not concerned about facing down a reappropriations deadline and EdChoice at 
the same time. 

"I can walk and chew gum at the same time," Sen. Dolan said. 

Capital reappropriations and appropriations can be done in one bill or two, and both approaches 
have been used in recent memory. 

In 2018, both issues were folded into one bill (HB529, 132nd General Assembly) that was 
introduced Feb. 26, passed the House March 7 and passed the Senate March 21. 

In 2016, they were passed as separate bills. The reappropriations measure (SB260, 131st General 
Assembly) cleared the legislative process by Feb. 10, but the appropriations piece (SB310, 131st 
General Assembly) wasn't introduced until April 16, passing the second chamber May 4. 

Legislative leaders have indicated the capital bill is expected to be a similar size to recent 
iterations. The measure from the previous GA totaled about $2.6 billion. 

State agencies' requests for the measure have included money for prisons and mental health 
facilities. 

Regional development groups and local entities, meanwhile, are vying for an expected $100 
million or so in community project funding, which they hope to use for drug treatment centers, 
parks, sports venues and other projects. 

Yost OKs Lifetime Term Limit Language  

Attorney General Dave Yost on Thursday certified the language of a ballot proposal that would 
implement lifetime term limits for Ohio lawmakers. 



11 
 

The "Lifetime General Assembly Term Limits Amendment" would begin on Jan. 1, 2021 and 
limit state lawmakers to 16 years in office. 

Unlike the current constitutional language, the latest proposal would include appointments when 
calculating the number of years one can hold office. 

It would repeal existing language prohibiting persons from holding the office of state senator for 
a period longer than two consecutive terms and the office of state representative for a period 
longer than four consecutive terms. 

The next step in the process is for the Ballot Board to determine if the proposed constitutional 
amendment is a single issue. If that hurdle is cleared the group behind the proposal can begin to 
gather the nearly 443,000 valid signatures from registered voters, a number based on 10% of the 
total vote in the last gubernatorial election, needed to qualify for the Nov. 3 ballot. 

State Gets Educational Data Grant 

The Department of Education will receive $3.25 million in federal funding to improve its 
educational data system. 

The award from the Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Grant Program will allow the state to 
further analyze equity gaps and link school and workforce data, among other goals. 

"Ohio has one of the nation's leading educational data infrastructures," Gov. DeWine said. "That 
means we are poised to make the best use of the federal award announced today. This grant 
funding will make it possible for us to leverage our data systems in ways that have a positive, 
real-world impact on the day-to-day learning that happens in classrooms across the state." 

Funding also will be used to support the state's Regional Data Lead network, allowing for more 
data use at the local level. 

"The grant announced today provides an amazing boost to our ongoing work aimed at using data 
to inform and transform education in Ohio," said Paolo DeMaria, the state superintendent of 
public instruction. "Specifically, we will take advantage of this funding to pursue one of the core 
principles stated in our strategic plan, Each Child, Our Future, which is equity. Effective use of 
data is the surest way to identify and address the root causes of inequities in education and 
promote practices that systemically dismantle existing, and guard against future, inequities." 

State Board Approves Teacher Evaluation System Overhaul  

An update to the state's system for evaluating educators earned the approval of the State Board of 
Education on Tuesday. 
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The panel voted unanimously to adopt changes to the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System, or 
OTES, as directed by the General Assembly. 

The redesign stems from legislation (SB216, 132nd General Assembly) passed last session 
aimed at easing or updating several K-12 regulations. The law required the board to adopt a 
revised OTES framework by May 1 and eliminated a requirement that student academic growth 
account for half of a teacher's evaluation. 

SB216 also prohibits the use of student learning objectives and shared attribution as part of the 
system. 

The requirements for the updated system, dubbed "OTES 2.0," include completion of a 
professional growth plan for educators, a formal overall evaluation followed by a conference, 
walkthroughs throughout the year and a second formal observation focused on areas needing 
additional support ahead of a summative conference. 

District 7 board member Sarah Fowler called the overhaul "a good step in the right direction" for 
the state. 

"While I don't know that it addresses all of the concerns that have been raised in the last eight 
years regarding the teacher evaluation system, it definitely does address some of the more 
frustrating points to teachers," she said. 

The full board's decision followed a unanimous vote in favor of the resolution by the Teaching, 
Leading & Learning Committee last month, as well as a public hearing. Witnesses who testified 
at the hearing, including representatives of the Ohio Education Association and the Ohio 
Federation of Teachers, were largely supportive of the redesign. 

In other action, the board postponed votes on three resolutions updating the state's operating 
standards for schools to allow for continued discussions among board members, Department of 
Education officials and stakeholders. 

Graduation Competency Scores Set Below Proficient  

High school seniors will not need to demonstrate proficiency in math or language arts to earn a 
diploma under the state's new system of graduation requirements. 

Paolo DeMaria, the state's superintendent of public instruction, announced in a letter that cut 
scores for end-of-course exams in both Algebra I and English Language Arts II to qualify future 
students for graduation will be set at 684. The lowest score considered "proficient" in those areas 
is 700. 



13 
 

The General Assembly had tasked the Department of Education with developing "competency" 
scores for the tests as part of a graduation requirement overhaul included in the two-year 
operating budget (HB 166).  
 
"The department has determined that a cut score of 684 meets the working definition for 
competency," Mr. DeMaria wrote. "This determination was made based on discussions with 
individuals who supervise or have knowledge of employees for which only a high school 
diploma is required to perform the job and the specific mathematics and English competencies 
required." 
 
Starting with the class of 2023, seniors will be required to complete the minimum number of 
courses mandated by the state and their districts, post a score indicating competency on Algebra I 
and English Language Arts II exams, and earn two diploma seals to graduate.  

Students who fail to achieve needed test scores after receiving additional support and retaking 
the exams have alternate pathways to display competency such as entering the military or career-
tech fields. 

About 77% of students in the class of 2019 scored at or above the new scores indicating 
competency on both the end-of-course Algebra I and English Language Arts II exams, while the 
graduation rate for the group was 82%, according to ODE. 

On the Algebra I exam, scores of 682-699 are basic, while scores of 700-724 are proficient. For 
English Language Arts II, 679-699 are basic, while 700-724 are proficient. 

Students scoring below the two categories qualify as limited, while students scoring above them 
are considered accelerated or advanced. 

Mr. DeMaria wrote that the legislation gave "little guiding information about what competency 
should represent." He continued that further analysis and discussion led him to determine the 
score should be set "somewhere within the Basic range at a point that represents more than just 
'barely Basic.'" 

"Determining the competency score is not an exact science. In fact, like many other education 
policy issues, this determination presents a tension among a range of choices," he wrote. "On the 
one hand, if the score is set too high, a student who is, in fact, ready for success may not 
graduate. Set too low, and a diploma may be granted to a student who is not ready to succeed." 

Chad Aldis, vice president for Ohio policy and advocacy at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute, 
said there was not a "magic score" that served as the obvious choice for establishing competency. 
He said, however, the state needs to monitor whether scores of 684 "open doors for students 
when they leave high school." 

"I think it's something we need to watch very, very closely," he said. 
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Fordham, along with the Alliance for High Quality Education and Ohio Excels, worked with 
Senate lawmakers to help develop the new graduation requirements that eventually found their 
way into the budget. 

Lisa Gray, president of Ohio Excels, said she's concerned setting the cut scores at 684 could 
"send a message to students that they're ready when, in fact, they may not be." 

"We had expected that the competency score would be closer to proficient than where it was set," 
she said. 

Ms. Gray said she also expected "a little bit more discussion and debate" about the benchmark 
before the decision was made. 

Mr. Aldis also argued that allowing students who were not proficient in math and English to 
graduate would do little to aid the state in meeting its goal of 65% of working-age adults holding 
degrees or workforce credentials by 2025. 

"We need to be realistic that they're likely not going to be prepared for the rigors of post-
secondary training," he said. 

Despite his concerns, Mr. Aldis commended the superintendent for involving employers in the 
process of establishing the competency scores. He also noted Ohio is not straying from past 
practices by allowing students to graduate without reaching proficiency in key subjects. 

Mr. DeMaria wrote that because choosing a score is not an exact science, his task was finding "a 
middle ground" that may need to be changed in the future/ 

"Consequently, the Department will work to monitor how the use of the competency cut score 
plays out in practice and, if necessary, make future recommendations to refine it," he wrote. 

OEA Backs Raising Minimum Wage 

The state's largest public employee union has thrown its weight behind an effort to increase 
Ohio's minimum wage to $13 by 2025. 

The Ohio Education Association's Board of Directors voted unanimously to back the proposal, 
which could appear on the November 2020 ballot if advocates collect about 443,000 signatures 
by July 1. 

OEA is a member of Ohioans for Raising the Wage, a coalition of faith, labor and other 
advocacy groups supporting the ballot issue. 



15 
 

"An Ohioan working full time for minimum wage now earns just $18,000 a year – an income 
that falls $3,600 short of the poverty level and does not cover even the most basic needs," OEA 
President Scott DiMauro said in a statement. 

"With minimum wage so low, too many parents can't make ends meet, and too many students are 
forced to make do without the very basics," he continued. "When our students have economic 
stability at home, they can flourish at school and fulfill their full promise to become leaders, 
innovators, and caring members of our community." 

Committee Hearings 

Senate Health, Human Services & Medicaid 

Megan Kleidon, president and CEO of Red Oak Behavioral Health in Akron, said her 
organization provides mental health counseling in schools onsite, with treatment staff embedded 
in 87 school buildings. 

This school year so far, in one middle school where services are embedded, there have been 454 
documented threats of suicide by students, she said. 

"This is an epidemic for our young people," she said. "Having licensed mental health staff 
embedded in these buildings allows us to serve as first responders in these situations, triaging 
and assessing for risk of harm instead of placing this burden on our school staff and 
administrators or inundating and overwhelming our local emergency rooms." 

She said she does not believe the bill's creation of a new infrastructure of mental health 
professionals in educational service centers is the answer. 

"Given the current workforce shortage we are already faced with in behavioral health, we simply 
cannot afford to have additional licensed therapists pulled out of the existing infrastructure and 
into yet another separate system," she said. 

School-based professionals employed in the community mental health system are already 
providing services to students and are connected with agencies that can provide additional care 
when needed, Ms. Kleidon said. 

SB 126 CRISIS ASSESSMENTS (Manning, N.) To authorize a mental health 
professional to provide a crisis assessment, without parental consent, to a 
minor who is or is believed to be suicidal and to make an appropriation to 
support the employment of social workers or mental or behavioral health 
professionals at educational service centers. CONTINUED (4th Hearing-
Opponent & interested party) 



16 
 

"These are critical advantages not only for the children and families in need of services, but also 
for a state that aims to increase efficiencies, reduce costs, and ensure long-term sustainability of 
these critical mental health supports." 

Sen. Burke asked what care they provide before parental consent. 

The initial response is to assess a child's imminent risk of harm to themselves or others, Ms. 
Kleidon said. 

Sen. Kristina Roegner (R-Hudson) asked how big of a role social media is in the increase of 
suicide. 

Some of it is social media but there is also an increased comfort among young people with 
statements associated with suicidal ideation, Ms. Kleidon said. 

"This age range is really susceptible to peer pressure and they're also really not thinking long-
term," she said. 

Liz Henrich, associate CEO of the Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities, 
wrote in support of the provisions that allow professionals to administer crisis assessments to 
children under the age of 14 under certain conditions when parental consent is unavailable. 

"The bill's language provides clarity for mental health professionals and others about the 
circumstances in which this authority can be utilized and the responsibility the mental health 
professional has to make a good faith effort to notify the parent or guardian that the assessment 
was provided," she wrote. 

Bills Introduced 

HB 529 SCHOOL AUDITS (MILLER, J., LEPORE-HAGAN, M.)  
To require one-time performance audits of school districts with a current academic distress 
commission.  

HB 532 EDUCATION STANDARDS (BRINKMAN, T., KELLY, B.)  
To require the State Board of Education to adopt standards for mental health education, to permit 
school districts to include mental health education in their curriculum, and to make an 
appropriation.  

HB 549 CHARTER SCHOOLS (CROSSMAN, J., MANNING, G.)  
Regarding the operation, management, and accountability of community schools 
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SB 292 E-SCHOOL ATTENDANCE (BLESSING, L.)  
Regarding student attendance at internet- or computer-based community schools that are not 
dropout prevention and recovery schools.  
 

Bills Passed by the Senate 

SB 212 PROPERTY TAXATION (SCHURING, K.)  
To authorize townships and municipal corporations to designate areas within which new homes 
and improvements to existing homes are wholly or partially exempted from property taxation.  
29-1 (Eklund)  

Portions of this report taken from Gongwer News Service Gongwer@gongwer-oh.com 

 


